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10 Wm & Cruelty: 
1 BEING 
1 Abort account of the Tryal, and of the Sentence that 


was paſſed on ſeveral innocent people called Quckert, 
no are Inhabitants of the City of Worceſter, 


At the Aſſizes holden there the x6, 17, and 18th days of 
che il Month called Fuly, who were impriſoned becauſe 
they refuſed to ſwear in obedience to the com · 
mandment of Chriſt Jeſus, &'c, 


7 kndfor: aſſembling themſelves together peaceably | in the 
Fre | Name and fear of the Lord, to worſhip him in Spirit 
and Truth according to his Will. 
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| | * they bring you unto t hs Synagogues * umo Mgr 
| - Powers, 5 no thought bow ke thing ye ſhall anſwer, ou 
ue — ſay; for the Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you in the 1 ams hour 
4 * ought to ſap, Luke 12.11, 13. 


| | The vickxd delighteth in miſchief, but the followers of Truth a 
their wayes, &. 
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| — and are to be ſold by Willis nan 1663. 
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F we ſhould altogether hold our peace, and not publiſſ 
to the World what hard meaſure we have received from 
ſome who are in Authority, wholly, and without any 

. Juſt occaſion given unto them, as on our parts; yet 

© doubtleſs the righteous God who fees fan behold all 

the actions of men; and will juflly reedmpenee for the 
fame, will in his own time clear our innoceney, and plead our 
ciſe; for whoſe ſake we ſuffer, our Conſciehces bearing us per- 
elt witnefs thereunte: Yer in regard of ſome who have been 


formed concerning us, may underſtand the rreth;/ cha we des 
dart in o own defence. 2. „ 4½f 126201. 
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Firft, We are brought to deny our felves from following our 

own wills, that we might do the Will of God in every thing, 


who hath called us to follow peace and Holineſs with all men: 


And this we att taught to do by that Prineiple which 
God fiath* placed in us, and not only in us, büt' in afl 
nen, which is the Light which Chtiſt hath enfightened 
efery man withal, which lets them ſee their fin; and wherein 
they are ſhort in what they ought to be. This is that which 
neſay will lead even all people to do as they would be done 
unto, and to ſeek others v elfare as their otyn, y hich every Chri- 
tian ought to do: and whoſoever they H xHat art fert in cheſe 
things, though they Vs called by the Name of CO 
tor doing that which tlie Spirit of ChAR leads ub: is 
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to ſeek others welfare as their own, and to do as they would he 


done by; though they may, call themſelves Chriſtians, yeria. 


deed and really they cannot be ſaid ſo to be, Many Reaſon 
might we give for what we have affirmed, but this is ſufficient, 
It is ſaid in the Scripture, That ſo many as are led by the Spi. 

rit of Gody they art be ſons of God. And we ſay, Such'y 
are Chriſtians indeed, do, and are made partakers of Chrift 
nature, But it may be queſtioned, What is the Nature of 
Chriſt? Anſwer , Meekneſs and humility, and lowlineſ of 
ſpirit, agreeable to his own words, who ſaid, Learn of mt, fr 
eanwerk and lowly in heart; ce. j 


O that thoſe. who axe the ciule of our oppreſſion for the 
exerciſe of our Conſciences towards the Lord, even the righ. 
teous God of Heaven and Earth, becauſe we fear him, and do 
Jabour to keep our Conſciences void of offence towards him: 
We wiſh that they and all others whoſe day of Viſitation is 
not quite paſt, would take diligent heed to the pure Light. of 
Chriſt which ſhines in their hearts, and ſo come to learn of 
Chriſt to be as he was, that their ſouls may enter into reſt, thit 
the Kingdom of God they may know in them, which confiſy 
in peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, C. and this we do from 

our hearts deſire on their behalf. 5 0 

Another thing charged againſt us' by ſome is, That we do 
what vve doin contempt of Authority, &c, 

Anſ. God vvho knovveth our hearts, can bear us vvitneſſe 
tothe contrary, unto vvhom vve do appeal, and to his faith - 
ful Witneſs in every mans Conſcience , vvhich vvill let them 
ſee that vvhat vve do, vve do it not in contempt of Authority, 
But for: Conſcience-ſake tovvards, God; and if men require 
t hat from us vvhich God doth forbid to be done, vvhether 
it be not better in ſuch a caſe to obey God rather than man? 
— his faithful Witneſs in every mans Conſcience give an an- 
vver, | i ET 
Another thing charged againſt us by ſomgis, That ve are 
againſt all good Covernmenr,Gx. „ mae] gr 

Anſ, Unt vvhich Charge „ Nzy $-or vve are fora 


goed Government, and 
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lb veoh, and do honor ſuch as do rule for God, who are a ten 
n. dr to the evil doer, and a praiſe to chem that do well; ſuch. 
an bears not the Swoidin vain, ſuch anſwers the Witneſs of God 
tt; in every mans Conſcience, which is juſt. Bus ſuch as do govern 


 F contrary to God's Witneſs in every mans conſcience , doing 
tat whieli is unjuſt ang unequal in the ſight of the Lord, who 
r isjuſtpand. whoſe way is equal, it is ſuch as the Light doch re- 
of prove and condemn in their own Conſciences; and ſuch as 
of U theſe we cannot own, but muſt ceſtifie againſt, Andif by ſuch 
our ſufferings be continued, we ſhall not riſe up with carnal . 
weapons ta wark our ban deliverance, but pat iently endure 
whac may be further laid Fan us for the Fruth's Cake ; com- 
mitting our Cauſe unto the Lord, in whom we truſt, and do be- 
live that he will in his own time deliver us by his holy Arm of 
| Power; unto whom be praiſes, and dominion, and chankfgiving 
for his mercy and loving-kindneſs, who keepeth Covenant and 
mercy with all who ecnſt in him from generation to generation 
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concerning the manner of our Tryal, and of the ſentence that was paſt 
| TE on us afterwards. | 


Several of us being brought into the Court by the Judges 
0 order the 16th day of the 5th Month called Fuly, ſome of us 
were brought to the Bar; firft, Thomas Ball was brought, unte 
ſe whom the Judge ſpake as follovveth, 
b. Judge, Have you taken the Oath of Allegiance? 
My . Tho. Ball. Anſ. Nay. 3 


„7 Judge. Will you taky the Oath? | 

e . FT. E. Nay; Chriſt hath commanded to the contra ry, vvhe 

N ſaid, Swear not at all, 

1 Then William Pit vvas brought to the Bar; the Judge ſpake 
to him, ec, © 7 * 


0 Judge. pen what account were you at Robert Smith's Howſe: 
the Sth day of June? | 5 

a VT P. Where are my Accuſers ? 

Judge. Will you tabę the Oath? 
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bea to him, Cc. 


Next Geroaſe Pierſon was broughe to che Bar; che Judge 


27 ge 1e Abe the Oath? d 0:23 0 No) 

: ever read nor heard grctect bene by virtue 

thereof — . — be kept five Weeks in priſori ill a crime 

found againſt them. 
155 05 b Ne dr you at the Matting? 
7 c ae — x 2M 
0 400 nare pus I your” eee, ; 
en 225 be proved [ e uk 


— laid, Cal Robert Smith tothe Bar. Nubert Smit ſand. 
ing app che Judge ſpeaks to him as followeth : | 

Hp Art jou a 114 4 2 h e 

thert Smith Anfwered; Abont fixe or ür Wöcls a 480 -Twith' 
many others were by force of Military men taken Priſoners 
and fince ſo continued. 

Judge. hat is the reaſon you appear thus contemptwonſly before the 
c = * your Hat ov? © 


4115 105 


My Hat is my own, and! came truly by him 5 and it is | 


vt ileanteinpe) Tear him. 
Judge. By 4 Jou contents the Authority 2 Lawref this King 
on. 

R. S. Where is that Law that forbiddeth a man to wear his 
own Hat: Inſtance it. 

Judge. It is a cuſtom in England i fo ſrem rhejr ſubjection to Au- 
rity by putting off. their Hats, © 

CK; Ic cuſtom in England for men to wear, or to come be- 
fore Courts with Coats or Cloaks, and I am here without ei 
therz and is not the one as much a contempt as the other? 

Judge. Fine him five pounds, and record it, and now tale off bus 
Hat. Which the Gaoler did accordinglyz oh 
due udge. Did jou ever rabę the Oath of Alegiance?ꝛ 

R. S. I have been Priſoner five or ſix Weeks | + and ' woull 
know the cauſe of my impriſonment. 

Judge. I meddle not with your Impriſonment; but here you are be- 


SAL fore 


(49) 
P.. An. Let me be cleared of what and bere charged for; 
ther] ſhall anſwer to this, 


} 


r a. 


= | N 610 „ 
dance: Mill you dale it, er s? For Left youthe danger which will fels 
jou will incur Premaumre, aud forfeit your Eſtate to the King. 
A. S. Who was that Law made for? the Papiſts or us? 
' 5 Judge. Fon bath. Hh fo 80 SUED C3 15303 THOU 5 403 f) 
K. Sy Why then is irnotrentlexed:to them, as well as to us 2 
: Judge. They have already tab ute ttt. 
R. S. Suppoſe find ſome Papiſts, or Popiſhly affected, ſitting 
on the Bench, ſhsll it be tendered unto them? 
Judge. They have done it airtad 0 | 
A. S. Let us and the . it, that ve may be ſatisſied. 
judge. Will vos takg the Oath, or nod Mtherwiſe we will record your 
refuſal,'and call you again to marrow, & upon your fecond refuſal record 
it No, and ſhall paſs the ſentence of Premunire upon you, | 
. S. Shall the Example of Chriſt determine the controver- 
fe between us? He} 1919130 | | 
Judge. I came not to diſpute with you about the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
burto.teach you the Doltrine of the Law. 12-511 & 
KR. S. Muſt the Doctrine of the Law make void the Do&rine 
of Chriſt? i 
Jud. M you anſwer — whether you will take the Oath, or uo 
R. S. Love obligeth to Allegiance more than Oaths can do. 
Judge. Then ſigniſie youy Allegiance by an Oath,. © hes 
R. S. That which obligeth me not to ſwear, obligeth me to 
jure no man. el Jeb 1 ad] » 
Judge. Talg him away. | 1. 
R. $, Friends, The things that are required at our hands, is, 
te deny that which to us are the Lords Truths; the one is, Not 
toſlrear at allzthe ot her is, Theiaſſembling our ſelves togther. 
Rather than ſo to do, I am not here onely ready to ſuffer;- but 
alſo 1 ſeal thoſe Truths with my, blood, if thereunto re- 
quired, | ) 
Judge ſaid, God forbid I ſhould ſeek, your blood, 


Then we were returne l back again to priſon, tilſthe"nexc 
Gy; in the mean time ſeveral Bills of Indi&ment were drawn 
up againſt us; for we underſtand, that before ſeme of us were 
called for to be brought into the Court, the Judge asked the- 
£ Grand 


— 


A 5 


— £ 


=. :&Jury whether they bed Ly Bills againſt clic Quaker) W 
1 Anſwer being made by-chemdfrhe Grand: jury, They hal 


nothing to give in againſt us, Then the Judge ordered ſomegf 
us to be ſent for, chat they hearing our Anſwers: to ſuch Que- 
ſions as he put forth to enſnare us, might from thence hʒzve 
an oecaſion to draw up ſome Bills againtt us. So the Jndge pur 
them in the way how to draw up Bills againſt us, whoſe dire. 
tions they were ready co obſerve, though it tended co the 
enſnaring of the innocent. Several Bills being drawn up againf 
us, one againſt Robert Smith in particular, and ſix more againſt 
the reſt of us; whereof ſome were drawn up according to the 
common Law, which is French, which the Jury did not un- 
derftand. This being done; we were all ſent for to come into 
the Court. | 4Y 
We havenot written theſe chings out of hatred to thoſe 
VVbo are the cauſe of our preſent ſufferings, but that the truth 
might appear, and that ſuch who have not done juſtly towards 

us in theſe things, may for the time to come be careful, and 
repent of what they have done unjuſtly againſt us, and reſolye 
never to do the like in time to come, left they feel the Lords 


heavy diſpleaſure, who is juſt, and whoſe Ways are Truth 


and Equity, and will render unto all men à reward according 
to their orks. . . | 


- The 17th day of the Month we were all brought into the 


Court, being in number twenty ſour perſons, being put to- 
gether with che Felons , Robert Smith being called to the Bar, 


the Bill that was found againſt him was read, which was for re- 


ſuſing to ſwear; The Clark of the Range ſpake to him as fol- 
loweth. 5 57 E155 E + 1:41 


Clark, Are you guilty or not guilty 2 


R. S. I have been deteined a priſoner, and not yet the Fact 
ſignified unto me, or my crime laid to my charge: There: 
fore clear me, or charge me for what 1 Was firſt, impriſoned, 
and then I may anſwer unto this charge. | 
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Judge 
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1 Ament, and then you ſhall he heard, 
el. Smith. What the Seriptrite forbiddeth, the Law oaght or 


— unto, 


| | 16 Judges” wth Bu v ae 2 with" jou Woke, Seriptares, 5 other 
matter wil jou un Pats 


enn 22 The ple id qd he 75 


e matrer. > wn 


BI Be ny ” i your afro yen wil 25 pier to me} 


leuts, ohh Leg . 
W sch That Low d b 7 1 for 
did acadid . bor to matter und Pet ernment of 


Bgld, and in that it was fot; and hom can it them teach me or 

them unto whom ſuch a thing cannot be charged; and herefore 
Laws! bs * — — before — 2 Ms 

:-Jodge;:4 bot ver, I maſt uud halt froceed © 

s Aal. S irh Thur Law Which compels to te which Cbfif tor: 

Ads, is un unfeuhd Law; but that Lu which compels to ſwear, 


cumpels to that which Chfifi forbids,therefore an unſound Law, 
tY Jadge, Taks hins N 


Then John Price, John Town Od; James Moor, Elivard Lews, 
Suſirna Perſon, vere Vieightks te Bar ; tu Bulls of inden ent 
being read , by which = were indie”, the Gne for h41d: 
ing all oaths to be unlawfut\ the other for meeting together in the 
houſe of Robert Smith, by Noe of Arms and eontempt of the Laws 


ofthe Land, duc. — were filled ap wich many un- 
. traths.. Ws KK 1 NN 0 - 7 | 


Jobs Price being called, the Clerk ſake to biw, Ce. 
_= Art yen gu in gulli; ?? 
hn Price, There be many exronrs and falfities in the indi 
nent, of which I am not guilty, - 
Then the Clerk ſpake to Fob» Townſend with others of us, who 


loſxered after the ſame manner, which we forbear to mention, 


cording to the queſtions and their” anſwers for and fake. 
Suſanna Pierſon was culled. 8 


Aa 


Clerk, Are you. guilty or not guilty, | 
. Pierſor. Whoſe Ox or v oſe A have I Ry or ho 
a ave 


—— 


| 1 4 r dagen, if 1 baye Ae ow 207 man, I e 


ore him four - ſo 


Anſwer, guilt y, or not D 
Je 21 er en 6h falſe. 
Judge, Anſwer 2 % or NY Þ anſwer to the idee 
then you ſhall be Toft es ae ing, 1 vill o you no wr g. 

Suſ. Pier ſon. i defi to loo upon the Kings Proclams- 

tion, but the Jadge denied. be cauſed me to be pulled down; 

Now the Proclamation forbids any Souldiers or others to 

come into ehe bouſes of the Kings Subjects without ſufficient 
warrant, or elſe to be * — upon a3 1 pin — 
ment, Cg, mh t have been of nſe to us ii we ave had 
Tuſtice iam or thoß that me to pull and halt ui fort 

from our meetings would ſhew uz no warrant or order they had 
ſo to do. 

Then Edward Bourn, George Kaigkt, The, Ju es, Robert Tom 
bins, Fohn C . were brought to the Bar, c πτπ] ¹ᷓ la of 1ndi&ment 
being prefenred azainſt them The one for maintaining that all 
oaths are — | ce. The other for meeting together ar — 
houſe of Rebert Smith, June 1 1. which Bills being drawn up te 
cording to the form before expreſſed, by which che other Friend 
were. indicted. 

d e the Clerk ol. the e une boa. Bogr 

0 4 +49 3 1 29 0 

er re you guilig, or not not 17 2 . hl 
Take Bourn, I Ace may . 10 ſpeak, | 
Judge Lou ſhall have liberty te morrom to ak uf much! 41 Ins 

will hen You come to your rryal, * nom you muſt anſ wer —_— v 


are guilty or not guiliy ? di bation gie 
When 1 would have Coke, 1. was. eee "ond nor ger 


mitted — _. 12 
Then the Clerk proceeded. „ 
Clerk. E. B. what ſay jau, are qau guilty er lat 3 i nad 
Ed. Bourn. Lam clear from man e vos are 4 7 
ig the indictments agaioft me. 
Clerk. Then you are not Kale, 
Then the next was called, the indiment being reed to bits 
Clerk. Guilty, ar not guy r 
Georg 


— —__—_t EW, ._.* AS” 
6 Wo Gre Kg. That't was at Rob. Smiths was tryt but tbat! POV 

' "a#asthere at a tumultùous meeting, or to the ill example of the | 
| Kings Subjects, that I deny. 3 5 
do tbe reſt of us being queſtioned, after the reading of the in- 
ments unto them: whecher they were gullty or not, return- 
ecktheir anſwer to the ſame effect ax we had done before them. 


na- We deſired copies of our indictments, that we might the ber- 
ter give in our anſwers upon our further try al, which the Judge 
5 to promifed we ſhould; but when they were to be had, we could 
ent not have two copies of them, except we would give fourteen ſhil- 
rn 


ings for them, therefore we choke rather to make dur defence 

had Wichout, chew, then to gay fo. dear for that which might have 

ri been writ Upon one fide of Half a ſheet of paper. 

had Then Richard Fido, William Pitt, Tho, Ball, Abraham Roberts, 
Cervaſe Pierſon, Abra. Armes, Geeffery Raſmos, and others were 

m- brought to the Bar; two Bills of indictments being read, whic 

ent | were preferred againſt them to the (ame effect as the other be- 

b all fore mentioned, one of them bearing date Tune 8. being the day 

the Y chey were taken priſoners, Cc < TE 4 

ge. * RichardPido was called. 

nd | Clerk. Are you guiliy, or not guilty? | 

| Rich. Fido, Not guilty of many things therein mentioned. 

Then #iliam Pit was cafled. | 

125 Clerk. Are you guilry, or not gniliyꝛ? | | | 

Will. Pitt. The queſtion is very difficult, there being ſome things 

wal therein true, and many things falſe, 

9 Clerk. Then that which is 222 jon are not guilty of. 


: 506 Then Geoffery Raſmos was called. | 

© Clerk. Are yon guilty or not guilty? | 

per- Geoffery Raſmos. I am an innocent man, where are mine ae? 
coſers? 


The reſt of us being asked the ſame queſtions, returned anſwer 
tothe ſame effect as the other had done before. 

rged Then we were all returned to priſon again till our further try- 
ib which was the next day, when ſentence was paſſed on us, as 

aftervvards is mentioned, 5 bag | 
The 18. day of the 5. moneth called July, vve vvere all 
brought into che Court again, being placed among * Fel- 
B 2 ons, 


cor g. 


K. Smith was going to ſpeak, but interrupted —— a” 
Judge. Thu is the ſentence aud judgment of the Court . Concerning 


- 


7a * Tie are to be out of.t K K ings protection, and to forfeit your per- 


Janal eftate for ever ii the King, and jour real eters during term ef 


Life, &c, | | £ 
Rob, Smith. The Lord gives, and if he permits to be taken : 
way, the will of the Lord be done. 


Dn. 1 ax. of the ſame moneth the Sheriff ſeiſed on the 


goods o 5 4. Smith, and did take an account or Inventory ihert- 

of, as much e Fleſh-fork, and Links, and a baker 

which coſt but three farchiogs, . | | | 
And now for the tryal of the reft, &c. OT: 

John Price, ohn Townſend, James Moor, Edw, Lewis, Suſan Piers 
, being brought to the Ber the ſecond time, two Witneſſes 
ſwore tq the indict ments, whoſe evidence was proved to be falſe, 
for when the Judge ſaid to us, we were taken ſuch. a day or time, 
Suſanna Pierſon replyed, ſaying, that was falſe, for we have been 


in priſon a moneth, which was near g fortnight before that time. 


| Then the Judge ſaid we were brought before the Mayor; unto 
which Suſana Pierſon anfwered, it is utterly falſe ; and ſaid far- 
ther, he was not a competent Witneſs, who hath ſworn as be- 
fore ſaid, and alſo becauſe he had enmity in his heart againſt os, 
Suſan, Pierſon ſaid, the Witneſs was ntterly forſworn, and a per- 
jared man; upon which the Judge ſaid to San. Take heed what 
you do, for he may bring his action againſt you; and ſo inſtead 
of reproving the evil-doer, bis hands were {irengthened in bear- 
ing falſe Witneſs, And alſo herein it doth, further appear, that 
the Witneſſes were forſworn, becauſe they ſwore that two of our 
friends who were with us at the place where we were taken pri- 


ſoners, were not there at that time, who were, and alſo commit- + 


ted to priſon with us. | 
Su, Pier ſon, May I have liberty to ſpeak. 
Judge. Yes, if you will peak to the indictment. 
Su, Pierſen. Whereas it is ſaid we went to our meetings by forte 
of arms, that is falſe, for we go innocently, and have * dirt 
Won: rown 


nn" (10) © CE 
4 2 2 9 «WV, 9 
lone, after i while Robert Smith was broughe to the Ban, 
- Judge. Robert Smith. wit you daſwer to pour ind ut er kat” 
"of not, os ſhall not be permitted to ſpeak,but I hall paſs ſentence upon 70 


boat lifting up our bar 
++ Judge;. Ther i a ferm ef Lam, and ut is uſed as 4 fam, as thun, 
Ff that two or three men ſuonid aſſemble at one place; come gry to the 

| Laws of this Realm, and hlibangh they have no viſibie weapons mith © 
Irm, Jet; ther ſo meering together in by force of 1Arme;:becanſe it l 


to; au enmiöt from ou! tavgdirign} 
againſt any- m 16! 2» ban z byo.! 


* 


anmrary to the Laws; and I chey do but diſt uri thapeaces it why farce 
fermi, expreſſed in al indiil mant. ð en D tw! 
No v let it be conſidered how that form of Law ean be good 
ad juſt, wherein things are ex preſſed otherwiſe then it is, a5 ro 
ſi the People are met together hy force of Aras, when the leaſt 
ippearance of ſuch a thing cannot be found amongꝑſt them, 1 
We being taken way, Edu. Bourn, Ges. Knight, The; Jules, 
Rob. Tompkans, and John Clark was brought to the Bar the ſecond 
time 3 our indictments being read to us, and the Witneſſes pro- 
duced, which ſwore againſt us; Ed. Bourn ſpake 286 followeth, 
Edv. Bourn. When we were taken priſoners, they came with 
words and Guns without any warrant ot order, contrarꝝ to 
the Kings Proclamation, & but that was little regarded. 
Then the Witneſſes were called to ſwear to the indictments; 
Edw. Bourn ſpake to the Judge, | 
. Edw, Bourn,” I deſire liberty to ask a queſtion? 11 
*.* No : But you may put what queſtion you will ta the Mit- 
well es. 1121 | 
.* Edw,Boyry, I not being permitted to ſpeak what I deſired to 
the Judge, and perceiving one of the Witneſſes had ſworn falſly, 
u to the time of our being taken priſoners; I enquired of him 
whenit was that we were met together ? 
Witneſ. Ir is in leſs time then a moneth. _ $302 
Ew. Bonrn. That is not ſo, for we had been five Weeks priſe- 
tere then. Afterwards the priſoner took another Wit- 
nels ina lye, and ſpake to him concerning what he did inform 
the Judge, that it was falſe alſo ; whereapon the Judge ſpake as 


followeth : | 4 760 
Judge. If it be falſe you need not ſay ſos that is unmanneriy, but 
jou may ſay it is an untruth then ꝛð· on, 
Ed. Bourn. That which is a Lye, is a Lye, I hope in meekneſl 
one may ſpeak the thiog as it is, I do not ſpeak . | 
724 Ob 
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Lord, and as for malice date not æerp g aν 
any, for dan 1 Cbelſtian, and have lerned of Chriſt ta 
enemies,uad to dò good to them that hate me. 
„And further it was obſer ved, that the Witneſſes fark nat ſwete 
cdat we were: met together us i pretence to M wrthip Godghe. 
etufe they heard nothing read or ſpoke: *amonglt\us;. which'the 
Judge and Jury was often minded of;*bur we were many timeris 
derrupckdz and not per mitrad to ſpeak. 

* One of us asked the Judge; wherher it was nota pbint in Los 
ta make void — — en how een _ neden con. 
N timer 

Judge, No,; ſo long un it wa eee uber, 

Ger Knight ſpike. ::' N40 *AW 

Geo Rmgbr. The witneſſes have mori . we were at Rs, 
Smith; between the hours of 11 and:1 of the clock, and I an 
prove by Yivers witneſſes that I was in my Fathen buſineſs at 
that time and many houty after. 

Judges 56d rot there that. day ? 

© Geo, Knight, That is not to the parpoſe aberber [ was they 
thac day or not, &, 

Here the Jury may take notice that the Wieneſſes fwore more 
dut of enmity againſt us then otherwiſe, they twore ſo 
careleſly. 

Many equeſtions wete asked of ns that we by anſwering might 
enſnare our ſelves, which we underſtand by the Laws of the Land 
the Judge ought not to have done, but rather to have adviſel 
and counſelled us how to make our defence with ſafety to onr 
ſelves. It was a ſaying of Judge Heath, that the Laws of Egal 
weremerciful Laws, and that it was the Judges duty to be lp 
fol and affiſtanc co rhe priſoner, rather then to enfnare them, 

R. Tompkins ſaid, I as at my Fathers houſe that time when 
the Wirnef, ſwore 1 was a0 Robert Smiths, as ſeveral can 
witneſs, 

- Judge. #ere you there thet day ? 
K. T. Lam not to accuſe my ſelf. | i 
Jae. What dill you mer together for? 


' Anſw,; Many times when we are met gether; xe take * 
or 


love 'W 


; (3) E 
8 = 60 — in want among: wo, 7 f 1 
* — That is an unlamful way to meet privately: n- 75 a- N 
| Aer, un ought ta di it publicly iti Overſeers of th ri and | 
 Gharchward: vl, according to the _— 6 N „tin. 
Mir An That we do atſo. 'J 33 NG! i {1:34 Doi = 
br. UK phe; 4 defire: — whether: welmay nuke 2- 
"the gust che Jury, for there de eme oi chem which we: CR Upon 
Fin to be our open enemies. i 

i: Jadget It & too lar, the: Fury are ſworn already: den 


7 


% || ufGee,:Xright, We did got know that; * og 5 d . 
on- Jadge That nas your:anntfaults 5 . £552 | 
\Let ie be conſidered how that could be our faule ws * vrere 5 


| legt eldle prifoners vrhile the Jury yyas (evorn 7 . B. feeing 
* there could be no exception againſt the Jury, vvho vvere all 
Rab. ſtrangers to him, ſaid , Let them rn if they are not v. ge, If re 
can thiy may laue to Fa e i 
at | Aa fte The jury, cheꝶ bad been frvecn before vve were brought 
into the Court, and further yve have been informed, that there 
was another Jury impannelled before theſe, vyhich vvas after - 
dere wards diſcharged, becauſe it vvas thought they vvould not ſerve 
our adverſaries ends; and choſe men impannelled in their rooms 
ore tber chey might bave their: pucpole ofus, vvho are no enemies 
ſo unto them, but theie friends and lovers of thein fouls; and deſire 
6 the good of all men, that they may knovy thoereny, n ſaved 
ght — everjaſtiog miſery and deſtruction. | 
and Edw. Bourn ſpake to the:fudge; | £ 
iſed Eck. Is not there one Bill dravvn up again us, for e bolding : 
Our bees of albOaths to benalaveſul ꝰ 
and „ Indge. Yes. 4 0 
lp- | S Have any ſrvorn to that Bill againſt mY : 
Judge. No: Did not the Mayor tender the Oath to you mhi you : 
hen | noere romnutted 3 
cin E. B. Nay, 
Then che "Judge ſpake to the Mayor concerning it, and Wan | 
again do E. Bou¹iĩ. 
a Judge. Wil you ſay ſo, 1 the Mayor Fer to pak bis Oath of ir 
E. B. I believe the Mayor may remember very vvell that the 
| Out vvas not tendred to us vvhen vve vvere committed, 


Alder - 


- 


Aldermen Sally offered o bis Oath wr. 0 Out 
— 10 us. \ | 
E.. Alderman S. ler n — akin; tre were —_—_ 
ted co priſon, ——Let che Reeder-@nderfiand>chat-that befgty | 
mentioned bath relation to the priſoners chen at the Bar.. 
2 Bx ſpake furahes ro: the! judge andithaſe who ſate vick bin 

e Bench in judgment upon the innocent. bien 

. B. I deiire you to be careſul, and do no otherwiſe * 
then you may gixe a comfortable account to the Lord, ani u 
you own your ſelves to be Chriſtian Magiſtrates, deal with an Ly 
becomes Chriſtians, for we are Chriſtians our (elves; [| 

Judge. God forbid I ſhould doothermiſe mith you, and hfied a bi 
bans faying, If I do otherwiſe, it will be between me and the Loyd, \| 

E. B. I deſire to ask one queſtion in the fear of the Lord? 3 

Judge. I hat you may in the fear of the Lord. 

E. B. Suppole that if Chriſt and his Apoſtles were bere at thi 
time, and if they ſhould meet er 10 not this Len 
hold of chem 2. 0 2 2 | 

.- Jadge. Tes, that it mand; — but ſaid aries; I yil 
15 anſwen po *. — — And ſaid, ou er un 4. 

ler. 5 

E. B. We are \Cheiſans, followers of Chriſt as bn * 
then interrupte . . 

Judge. — ns vo 1 M li 10 

And as to what I then ſaid. „it un for u we know that 
the ſame Spirit which Jes them, leads us even the Spirit of 
truth 'ihich-:Jeads unto all truth; and if it were not ſor the 
truths ſake that we ſuffered, we were in a ſad condition; and peo 
ple may well believe, that if it were not to keep our peace with 
the Lord: we would not expoſe our ſelves to ſueh hardſhips and 

eruelty as we do meet withall from the world, becauſe we refuſe 
to ſwear, in obedience to Chriſts command, who ſaith, ſwear 
not at all; and becauſe we dare not neple& to aſſemble our ſelves 
together in the name and fear of the Lord; it being that way by 
which we have found him, and have ond do enjoy his wy pre 
ſence amongſt us, We. | n 


Then Richard: FE 10 wil Pi, Edle benen; Abr. Roberts, Gervaſe 
Pierſon, I 
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| Judge. hat is that Principle you freak of 2... 
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Mente Being ren ee uSdvita dle Mar! 
ments being read, ,4ha-Witelles ſwern i ade 0 g 
iT) 73 7 7 9 7 | s 5 


s 8 


Hs 26.00 © dae o hen bY gi. b. 
| FEY udge ſpake, i you take t Qath Alle aner e -— SY 


did rer deny; Allegigocg tahe King li way of 
ſwearing, until eue char iPcinciple which did * 
215! i 


ne to the King than (wearing can do, , 


K. k. it ische pure Principle of God, vyhich leads the to 
wall men.ay Lyvould. they ſnould do unte me. 77 5 Ta 
udpe, That is a good Principle, it is the VBard Gn ]] 
judge. Will you taks the Oath now; NN | ; 


519; 18215: i. 


A. F, ls there amongſi you any one that canwatnuſt ine of 


iy thing done by me againſt the King, chat by ird ſnouid be 


4 ag wa in order te one of Jour Indi nuu bon yi tin wh 18 
Habt, IE 13. verꝝ well knauvnyynha ve tbecm A fuffe rin 
Wale for cheſs many ytars under tha former Pawtpran: ing 


Trig , Or what:is che ground of tende ting idto me? 
1 


oe n this had been the firk Oath we trad re- 


to take, you might have had more ground tohaverſuſpes 
e dre be en higGexerment,. f 
F. I deſire to hear the Wuneſ chat lygevr c che Indic 

nent, 35 My 7 5 Fog TT 2 


Beet ie DOTY ESE i fois 384) 5 
Kate Before he. Witneſs beſgorn, Idefice.to.be informed 
the Churtalelt rhrough, ourignatance of che lie hould 
ehe eiten of. ol eren ee end de ee 
0 MEM Wellbertx. Serge R. ag int funk\ mey a- 


che are SICALIT Dre: C N. 1 
| 8 70 ges We Ae plat vu v ner 


E * 
* \,1*?\ SQ! 


7 the / fe front Non rig; but 170 hoi cet. 


. We were not preſent vvhen' che Jury, was: Cxvarul 


Wherefore FE PATe deni ted of Aut guſt æiglis in che 


Lg; 3 n 5 rin a I% 
1 05 e e lp rh 3c" 4 


C 
of your Fattun ? * | 


8 
Ther isa 


. P + YY at. 4 N 4 5 2 % erg. 10 TY 
(WINS, © 5 A* * Nero 14Y, vvill not diſmiſs than it ĩd to 
Wise 5 LUI! OR GEE OILED 
"at N e ou 6har-wtrmecens „Missa ge 
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* bon 1890 number of 46. und chat we refulec to vile d 


of Allegiance ar our commitment. ies 
The judge asked another of the er what he 


c 
ſay— Wirneſs, I was there too; and I ſay a he ad Sir... 1 
K. F. This Witneſs makes nothing againſt us: What viſible 


teſtimony have youngHrift 1 BEER ro ner ol Sou 


Witnels. None at all, - | | 
Indge, What were they doing? = 4 AN F 
mitneß. Some fitting; wits ſome ſtand ing. 


R. F. Did you hear any one Nene kee or fee any Bock | 


opened amomꝑſt them ꝰ + 

Witneſs anſwered, No. TEN | 

Fudge}: Whar have jon to ſay 2 your 2 Fer whe end wer 
yen at-that unlawful Meet ing? 

W, p. There are three or four fatherleſs Children am 
us, vvhich we are to take care for, tat they may not be cha 
able to Pariſhes for maintenance ; ſuch things are taken on 
for amongſtus when we meet together ſometitres and wh; 
ther we were not me: 22 at that time, for chat end 105 
are to prove. ä 

Fudge. If you were met together! for that endyi ir 25 intarſul , fe 
Jon are te gu from Hofe to Fonte. 
VM. P. That which is — not miete n 

Fudge. 7 liavi tharts the Fury whither”t they will take the an 
Fe Plea, ford if ffi cient yvmnd to c Jour biing at tha ume 
lawful Afſſemblyor not: Alt ugh © the witye ef [ney rave little; f 
the Fury belivvcs you werei miPtigether tice "of Rely (1 
_ a they Well m ie bring your 1 ce, ej ug nu 
the Bill. 28 A 

K. F. Vou of cheTury 0 take” nice el chat alf thif mukeine 
thing againſt us. D 147 091% 
Fudge. Tb „e iajinaa age, fir bd. 81002178 

R. F. But give me leave to — em with the ah 
„ TheFudgeſpakerd thWpurpote avi, and would'flo 
allow Rich, Fidoe to ſpeak. | 

Gent lumen of the Jury, it i true, +65 Withe chin Lal | 
theſe men; yet I ſhall leave it to Jeu, that i you Þ believe the) 

r anon fret noc vg "Feligias Wer ſbip, 5 e Bal the , 


Wee 
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Many chings more were mentioned between other Friends 
151 W ihe tudge tending to the pur poſe before expreſſed, whicti-axs 
oils dt out; [owe were taken away, and nor permitted to ſpeak 
'whac we would;alchongh the Judge ſpoke otherwiſe the dey 
before,(aying,we ſhould have liberty te ſpeak as mach as vve 
yrould vvhen we came to our tryalz and ſaid he would do us 
us all the right he could; but let the Witneſs of God in every 


. 


ones Conſcience anſwer whether it vvere ſo or not. 
The lury being returned to give in their verdi&, found the 
Book Bills againſt us, notwithſtanding the evidence was made void 
| in effect, as upon the examination ofthe Witneſſes doth appear 
| before-mentioned, upon our tryal. 
„ur Then 7⸗h Price, John Townſend were called to the Bar, with 
$#, Pierſon to receive the ſentence; alſo Edw. Bourne, Geo. Knigh 
ongt |} and Robert Tompkins, Tho, Fakes and John Clark were called to 
2 the Bar the third time and the Oath was tendered unto them 
'care before ſentence was paſſed, Robert Jompbins deſired to hear the 
wht Osth read, which was accordingly done. 
yall - Iudge. Wil! 2 take ubs Oath ? | | 
44 {1 Tompkyns anſwered, Norr—it 1c not my prinriple to ſwear, : 
; fr E Beuru ſpalte, What is truth in the Oath we can promiſe;and 
9, we do not ſwears it is in obedience to Chrift*s command;but 
2 ou can convince us by the Scriptures, that we may ſwear, 
{ta | and not offend the Lord, ſee what we will not do. f 
ow kudge. I will not talk with you according to the Scriptures, I h, w ‚ 
jolt l Script ures you will bring is that which faith, Smear not at all; but 
% Lange meanmngs... . Hh | 
E. B. We mean no otherwiſe but what Chriſt and his Apo- 
es meant. So the Iudge vvould not be perſwaded by us to 
n take in hand to convince us according to the” Scfiptures, but 
proceeded to paſs ſentence upon us. 
%ludge. This i the ſeut eudi and judgæment of the Court, You are fi- 
n 5. I. a piece; and if you do not pay the fines nor if there be no diſtreſs 
a / yt 7 
ot tobe made in 4 Weeks time, ou are tobe commuted to the Houſe of Cor: 
wen reftiong and to be put to hard labour for three months. FR 
af | E. B. The Lord judge between you and us, 
ludge. Take them awag. 37 x 1 
Then R. Fidos, Wil. Py, Ed, Stanton, Gervaſe Pierſon, Abra, Ro- 
un, Abr. Armes, Fra, Harvey, F ＋ incher, Ief. Raſums, T. bell, 
"IF 2 _ an 
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1 4 40 and Jahn Huyte quae hronRHht to che bar the chird time, 
22, . I defixe to kao En erat —— 
| sha rat ip ps, thę one from Breda, che ather concerding ko. 
aſfical Mfairs, gere mate 701d. eos, +4: 11 
„Judge. The; arcs whe) want to e (110 547 ET 154 
6. P. We expected ſome benefit by them Which Declari. 
tions tenged to the giving liberty to tender Conſciencey in 
matters of Religion, though differingifrom others in opinion 
therein, which do not diſturb chepeace of the Kingdom, which 
Fe haye nat done. 5 onib md CN +. 7 
. P. Ane the Kiag Words of no alu 
Judge. Come; you are 4 ſamuy Companion, I 
Then the Judge proceededito ſentence, paſſing the ſame ſen. 
tence upon us as upon the other Friends aforementioned; up- 
on which Viliam Hytt ſpak e a8 fo hl. 4 
N,. Well, not only our Gaodsambour Liberties ure we wil 
ling to offer up in this matter but alſoldur ves if it berequirll 
Then after our Trial, and ſentenoe was paſſe don us as beſott 
is expreſſed, we were taken away & brought roprifon againybe · 
ing filled. wih peacg & jay im che Rerd / MhOſe pure love ffath 
largely abounded toward ad: bleſſed zi praiſeẽ q and imagiiified 
be his holy & glorious Name:aboveevery thing op ever 
And thus ſuch as are ſober ? minded may ſet what hard mei. 
ſure we have received from ſome in Authotivy,y only and alone 
for the exerciſe of a good Conſcience towards the Lord ec not 
for any injury or v rong that mehate done untoany mati 
jult God can bear us witneſs herein; and thus the; Scriptureis 
made good, being fulfilled in us, hich faith, #boforver will line 
Erni in Chiyft Teſt qmaſt ſuffer.perſecution, And as chere was age. 
ne nat ion in ti q egpalt hich fought an occafion agamfi Dany; 
but could find none exceptat was;abawn the matteriofhisGod, 
bor Glück couſer her" labouethvich. tho King Darin, uncil they 
had obtained a Pecreę agu inſt him, Bi. But cemarkablen 
the paſſage about the ſame fonte Lord delivered Daniel, but 
his Enemies fell into the Mare which they had laid for him. 
And though it be ſo bveme r paſs.concerming us, thati a Decree 
is ſealed againſt us about the matter. af aun God, whom ne 
fear, and dare got hut hranhis Vice, vnd abey iim iu whatihe 
commands us; by Nhichwe dotand way ſuffer for this only: 


n 23 cauſe; 


© <P PN 
p bo +, 


' W @uuſe; y et notwithſtanding theſe chings,, let perſecutors and 


Y haters of char which is good, bear this in mind, that the Lord 
' God is the ſame to fave, help and deliver them who fear and 


put their truſt in him, as be was in times paſt, and repent ber 
fore it be too late, remembring what Chriſt hath ſaid, who faid 
it would be better for ſuch that offend che leaſt of choſe-who 
believe in him, chat a Milſtone were hanged about their necks, 
and they caſt into the ſea, TEE E. Bourn. 
Here folouethu Copyof A. Letten directed ta Indge Hide , and Jadge 
Terril, which nas delivened:befere owviFrqal, TR SET 


Riends, It cannot be unknown to:you , but that we have 
F been a ſuffering people for many years paſt, and are ſo at 
this tim, and thatiſt liath not bren for any evil, neit fler is it 
for any evil by us done towards any people, the righeeous God 
can bear us witneſs hgrein; but only for the exerciſe of a good 
Conſcience towards him, in doing that which he requires from 


our hands, who hath called us unta peace and holineſs; and 


o unto us if we doit not; for conſider in meekneſs, and in 

the ſear of the Lord, how can we nieglect that which we believe 
the Lord doth require at our hands, but we muſt be offendors 

againſt himina high nature? Andifwe muſt come before you 
in osder to our tryal, deal righteouſly with us in the ſight of the 
Erd; in wheſe hands your life is, your breath is, and all you 
do enjoy, he can ſoon deprive you of, if it be his Will. There- 
fore in his holy fear deal juſtly and righteouſly with us in his 
fight, leſt you provoke him againſt your ſelves, and kindle his 
Wrath and diſpleaſure againſt your own ſouls, Therefort ini 
much love co you do we defire you to do that-which is Tighbin 
the fight of the Lord towards us, and towards ellin\matters 
by you to be determined of, that ſo it may go well with you 
here aud hereafter for ever, It is well known'to the generality 
of the Inhabitants of the Nation, that we are peaceãble; and 
we deſire the good and welfare of all people, thatthey may 
know the truth, and be ſa ved from everlaſting deſtruction. And 
therefore why ſhould we be hindexetd from tlie exkreiſe q u 
conſciences towards the Lord, ſeeing g are peacethle , and 


no mays injurious unto any? And we believe your ſelves have 


expe- 


5 2 -- | "2 
experience of the (ame, which was the ground of our oppref. 
fion in the days of Oliver Cromwel, and of his Son Richard Crom. 
wel, under whoſe Governments we were greatly oppreſſed, be. 
cauſe vve could not conform to them in matters about Religi, 
on; for vvhoſe cruelty and injuſtice the Lord hath overturned 
them de ſuch as took part vvith them therein, and you do novy 
poſſeſs their places, not that you ſhould do as they did, but 
that you ſhould anſwer the end of the Lord therein, in doing 
juſtly, loving mercy, and walking humbly before him, whois 
to be feared, and vvill juſtly recompence all according to their 
doings; and novv hath given you 4 day to try and prove you 
herein, hether you will do what he doth from you require, or 
not. Therefore mind what the Lord doth require ac your 
hands, and anſwer him therein, that ye may be a bleſſing to 
the Nation whereſoeyer you come; for in this your welfare de. 
pendeth eternally. 6 21 5 TEL 


From the Priſon in Worceſter From PAN of your ſouls , who 
the 15. of the 5.mon, 1662, deſireth the peace and welſare of 
| all mankind, who ſuffer bonds 
with many more for ri ghteouſ- 

' © meſs ſalę, called Quabęrs. 
E. B. R. F. E. S. W. P. R. S. S. P. Cr. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


V 7 Hat i before mentioned, is, as near 4s we could remember, 
\ & the ſubſtance of the pa ſages at our Tryal, Many things 
more might have been mentioned of 5 theu paſſed , but we were wil. 
ling to be 4s ſhort as we could in publiſhing a Relation thereof, commend- 
ing our ſelves withthe Controverſie between us and our Oppoſers , to be 

decided by God's Witneſs in every ones Conſcience which ſhall read or 
hear theſamt, -- 


Wercefter Priſon the 20th. day 
of che 6; Month 1662. 
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friends.,.who-are Inhabit ant of Worceſterſhire, 
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| Lf Souldiers td the Town ot:Pirforegwhere fome of them were 
| peaceably aſſembled in the fear of che Lord, and lay vidlene 
bands on them, drawing them forth from the meeting, and ſome 
out of their houſes, and off from their ou ground with their 
: ſwords drawn, and foxting-rhen [ 

them into an houſe, n mne an order for what they 

did, until they had been kept ſeveral hours in the bouſe , where 

155 they were clofe detained priſoners, an their friends not per- 
| mitted ro come to them; and afrerwards took them to Worceſter, 
| firiking them, and giving ſome of them ſoreblows : Some mo- 
- derarepeople ſeeing it, deſired them roforbeir firiking them; 
then they fell a ſirikigg and cutting the people with their ſwords, 


| and ſo brought them to the priſon in Forcefter without any Mit- 
| HB, - - | | | r tht 13 

; Upon the 5. and 6, days of the 6. Moneth, Ed. Hal, George 
| "Fart; Henry Gibbry with the reſt of our friends whe were taken 


priſoners with them at Perſhore, vvert hrought before: the Juſti- 


ces at theSeſſions in Worciſter to be tried wich ſeveral other of 
out friends who vvere taken from their peaceable meeting 
being aſſembled in the fear of the Lord at Dadly in Harceſt erſpire, 


atithe ſame time as friends in Perſbore vvere taken vrhoſe names 


tre, Richard Payton, fohn Newcomb ,- Themas Denton, and Sutton 
Bagley. All theſe before mentioned, vvere tried at the Seſſions 
then holden, being made offenders about the oath of Allegiance, 
becauſe they did not ſvvear, the Jury finding them guilty, though 
| inthe ſight of the Lord they are innocent from the breach of any 
jaſk-Lave; ſentence vvas paſſed upon them, .as fallovvetn. 


Richard Payton being rows into a Premunire, his perſonal eſtate 
| or 


was forſeited talthe King for der, and his real eſtate during term of 
Life, and himſelf to be out of the Kings protection, and to remain in 
. priſon during the Kings pleaſure, 8c, | | 
I be reſt of them, giz. Ed, Hall, George Fort, Henry Gibbs, Jobs 
"Newcomb, Thomas Denton, Suttan Bagley, John Fohnſon , William 
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of the impriſommamm and ipal of ſome more ef our 
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along the ficeets, and foreed 


Collins, and Ed, Gibbs, vere fined five pounds apiece, and for 
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want of dilreſs, « or not payment of the ſame i in a Weeks time 
tence mat paſt, tobe committed to tlie house oi Get 
and there to be put co hard labour for dagegen de 
And thus for no evil, but for keeping a -Canſcience wit 
e we-ſue, (the Senptorabiing Adee 6 
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* Hiri . would be compelled. fran your Bel ginly 
| or not? of moty; then do ye. as yerwend tit: done with tn com 1 
oiherg ute uhr, eh gau nou wand not he: gompelled your:-ſelvra p 
huber that nbich n el, bearmb; n nt v tf rat ui 
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